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Synopsis

Evolution of the Earth reveals the logical framework of geology, shows relations of the science to
the totality of human knowledge, and gives some idea of what it is to be a participant in the
discipline. In keeping with the preference for a "How do we know?" rather than "What do we know?"
approach, the authors stress what assumptions are made by earth historians, what kinds of
evidence (and tools for gathering that evidence), and what processes of reasoning and limitations of
hypotheses are involved in reconstructing and interpreting the past.Each chapter begins with a list
of highlights entitled "Major Concepts". Many chapters have a summary timeline that puts the entire
sequence of events into a quick visual reference frame. The use of dioramas and reconstructions of
extinct animals and plants has been greatly expanded, so that students can get a more vivid
concept of typical life in any part of the geologic past. In many places, the authors have supplied a
full page of color photos of classic fossils from each period to improve the visual recognition of the
organisms that give life its distinctive history. The areas of hottest controversy, such as mass
extinctions, dinosaur endothermy, the origin of life, and controversies over late Proterozoic tectonics
and glaciation, have been given separate sections so that students can appreciate the different

sides of the debates.
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Customer Reviews

excellent for general reference for beginner into paleobiology and historic earth ecology, with good
emphasis as to physical geology has on biological components. Very well written and provides key

point of each chapter.



The eighth edition of "Evolution of the Earth" is an excellent summary of earth history, with few
typos. The book should include a higher proportion of more current illustrations and diagrams; too

many of them are pre-1980’s.

Had a page in the middle that falls out when you open the book but besides that seems alright.

It is the same as the US version, | double-checked with my classmates today.

| ordered this for a Geologic History class | had to take. There’s a large amount of detail, so don’t be

surprised if you can’t remember all of it after the fact. Just keep the book for reference.

one of the best college text books | have ever purchased!But for the steep price... you'd think that

would have made it a hardcover!
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